
 

2022 Cade Prize for Innovation Accepting Entries  
 
Gainesville, Fla. (June 1, 2022) – The Cade Museum for Creativity and Invention invites 
applications for its 13th Annual Cade Prize for Innovation. Inventors and entrepreneurs in 
Florida, Georgia and Alabama may apply June 1 – August 1, 2022. 
 
“The Cade Prize for Innovation supports an ecosystem of invention throughout the Southeast,” 
said Richard Miles, Cade Prize Committee Chair. “It rewards early-stage ideas with the promise 
to change the world and fuel billion-dollar economies.” 
 
This year’s Cade Prize is one of the largest cash prize competitions for innovation in Florida, 
awarding $64,000: $34,000 for first place, $13,000 for second place, $8,000 for third place, 
$5,000 for fourth place, $3,000 for fifth place and $1,000 for the People’s Choice. Each winner 
also receives $2,000 of in-kind legal services. 
 
Designed to help early-stage inventors move beyond invention and into the marketplace, the 
Cade Prize provides capital to help secure patents, licensing, manufacturing, distribution and 
marketing.  
 
The Cade Prize awards candidates whose work addresses critical issues impacting the 
Southeast: Agriculture/Environment, Health Care/Biomedicine, IT/Technology, Energy and a 
Wild Card category. Applicants do not need to have a working prototype. 
 
Since 2010, hundreds of inventors with groundbreaking inventions have applied for the 
coveted prize. Some have achieved great success. “Winning the Cade Prize helped take us 
from an invention to a sustained business,” said 2010 Cade Prize winner, Ethan Fieldman, co-
founder of Tutor Matching Service.  
  
Fieldman and his team developed Tutor Matching Service, a website and Facebook application 
matching college students with educators from around the world. “Winning  
the Cade Prize validated our proof of concept, led to industry-wide support and an explosion of 
sales,” he said. After many universities partnered with the company, it attracted a multi-million-
dollar investment from several venture capitalists to expand its offering to an app. In 2021, 
Fieldman sold the business to the Carlyle Group and enjoys staying connected with the Cade 
Museum team. 
 
To be eligible, individuals or companies may have no more than $500,000 in outside 
investment such as funding from investors in exchange for stock or convertible notes. R1 
research universities in Alabama, Georgia and Florida are invited to nominate one entry for 
automatic inclusion to the first round of judging. Applications may be submitted virtually at 
cadeprize.awardsplatform.com with a $55 application fee. 
 



 

The first round of judging to determine the 21 Fibonacci Finalists - named after the 11th century 
Italian mathematician who created the building blocks of Western mathematics – is August 15, 
2022. The Fibonacci Finalists are invited to the Cade Museum in Gainesville, Florida for a public 
Q & A about their inventions on September 8, 2022. The Cade Prize Awards Ceremony takes 
place at the Cade Museum for Creativity and Invention on September 29, 2022.  
 
This year’s Cade Prize is sponsored by Scott R. MacKenzie, Florida Trend, Modern Luxury, 
James Moore Certified Public Accountants and Consultants, Community Foundation of North 
Central Florida, and Saliwanchik, Lloyd & Eisenschenk law firm. To learn more about the Cade 
Prize, visit cademuseum.org/cadeprize. 
 
About the Cade Museum for Creativity and Invention 
 
The mission of the Cade Museum for Creativity and Invention in Gainesville, Florida, is to 
transform communities by inspiring and equipping future inventors, entrepreneurs, and 
visionaries. Named after Mary Cade and her husband, Dr. James Robert Cade, the lead inventor 
of Gatorade, the project has been spearheaded by their daughter, Phoebe Cade Miles, and her 
husband, Richard Miles, since 2006.  They encourage the development of innovation 
ecosystems through the Cade Prize for Innovation, the Cade's proprietary Innovation 
Education learning framework, and the 2018 opening of a 21,000 sq. ft. hands-on learning 
museum designed to promote the development of an inventive mindset which the Cade calls 
Inventivity™. The Cade believes every person should have access to the right to invent and 
innovate inherent in the DNA of the United States and works diligently in outreach efforts to 
bring this understanding to all, with an emphasis on the underserved. To learn more about the 
Cade Museum visit cademuseum.org. 
 

http://cademuseum.org/

